
EUnationals working in Switzerland

Issue of the  
residence permit 

The residence permit is valid 
throughout Switzerland.
Its validity depends on the duration 
of the employment relationship.
The employee is authorized to 
change employer and profession 
freely.
No EU/EFTA B authorizations are 
issued for seasonal activities.

3.

Less than 90 days  
per calendar year

Long-term stay  
(more than 90 days)

Entry to Switzerland
1.

EU citizens can work in Switzerland 
for three months without prior 
authorization.
Online registration with the State 
Secretariat for Migration.

2.

Prolongation of the 
residence permit 

The following documents must  
be submitted to the commune  
of residence: 
•	 Copy of the valid identity card or 

passport
•	 Employer’s declaration of engage-

ment or employment contract
•	 Application form for a residence 

permit 

4.

Residence permit  
application

 
At the latest 15 days after arrival in 

Switzerland and before starting work 

The following documents must  
be submitted to the commune  
of residence:
•	 Copy of valid identity card or 

passport
•	 Declaration of commitment from 

the employer or employment 
contract

•	 Application form for a residence 
permit

It is not possible to start work before 
submitting the application.



Work permit with income-generating activity*

Yes Do you require a visa?

No

Procedure carried out by the applicant Procedure carried out by the legal  
representative in Switzerland

Process carried out in Switzerland Process carried out in the applicant’s 
country of origin

2.

7.

Application forms

Application for a residence permit 
to pursue gainful employment in a 
company yet to be founded.1.

3.

Issuing the resident  
and work permit 

Will be sent to the applicant by the 
cantonal authority. 

8.

6.

Issue of the visa

This visa enables the applicant to 
come to Switzerland for the next 
steps.5.

Visa application

The applicant applies for the visa at 
the Swiss representation in his/her 
country of residence (D visa).4.

* For non-EUnationals 

Procedure

Submission of the application  
documents by a legal representa-
tive to the commune of residence, 
which forwards the dossier to the 
canton (SICT), which submits it  
to the federal authority (SEM)  
for a decision.

Decision

The decision is communicated by 
the federal authority (SEM) to the 
legal representative and the  
cantonal authority (SICT).

Entry to Switzerland 

After the applicant has entered the 
country, he/she must register with 
his/her passport at the commune  
of residence.

Issuing the  
resident permit

The applicant is invited by the 
cantonal authority to record the 
biometric data.


